
ST.  FRANCIS XAVIER C ATHEDRAL PARISH 
PROVIDES MEALS THROUGH THEIR 
HELPING HANDS AND HELPING HEARTS
Catholic Holy Family Society is pleased to announce that the March 2017 Helping Hands Church Grant has been 
awarded to the Dignity of Life Committee at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Parish in Green Bay, WI, under the guid-
ance of Pastor Joseph Dorner.  Theresa Hansen, who has been a CHFS member for over 18 years nominated her 
parish ministry which provides meals for the homeless and is devoted to helping people at the New Community 
Shelter.  Currently, due to lack of funding, the church is only able to provide 6 meals at the shelter each year; however 
with this $3000 grant, Theresa is confident that the parishioners will be able to increase the number of meals they can 
prepare and ultimately reach more families in need.  The Shelter receives donations of chicken, however, approxi-
mately 30 volunteers donate the rest of the ingredients to prepare all meals and homemade desserts.  Congratulations 
Theresa!  CHFS is delighted to be able to provide you with the resources to expand your parish ministry!
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CHFS member, Theresa Hansen, (Bottom Row, 3rd from left) presents the Helping Hands Church Grant check to Fr. Joseph Dorner 
(Pastor of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral).  Others pictured are (Front Row) Larry Calaway, Monica Seidler (Co-Chair of the Dignity for 
Life Committee), Mary Ellen Beyer and Barbara Vanden Avond.  (Back Row) Nonie Calaway, John Rauch, Mary Sweeney,  Kenneth 
Reigh and Marilyn Lemerond.  Missing from this photo is Ken Nier who also Co-Chairs the Committee and approximately 30 other 
volunteers who help with the meals.
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A Message from our President

Melvin Weck, President of the Board

We are pleased to inform you that Catholic Holy Family 
Society experienced another year of financial growth!
 
The Society’s assets increased from $135,805,187 at the 
end of 2015 compared to $142,172,859 at the end of 2016.  
The Society’s surplus also increased over a half of million 
dollars for the second straight year, resulting in a $1.1 
million increase to surplus since January 1, 2015.  In 2016 
the Society increased premium income by $3 million.
 
The 2016 Statement of the Society’s Financial Position 
can be found on Page 4 and 5 of this newsletter.

On March 20, 2017, the Illinois Department of Insurance approved two By Law 
changes that the CHFS delegates approved at the Society’s Quadrennial Conven-
tion held last August.  The two changes are listed on Page 3 of this newsletter.

One of the approved By Law changes allows delegates to vote by mail on corpo-
rate and/or insurance matters that may arise in between Quadrennial Conventions.  
This option can take the place of calling a Special Convention on matters that need 
delegate approval.

The Board, along with senior management, works diligently to evaluate the Soci-
ety’s investment objectives, policies and procedures and continues to make difficult 
decisions in an effort to further improve the Society’s profitability.

On behalf of the CHFS Board of Directors, I would like to congratulate Sandy 
Bouchard, Mary Barbara Kurtz and Darlene Russell for their recent promotions.  
More information regarding their promotions is included in this newsletter.

 Fraternally,

Melvin F. Weck
President
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CHFS Board of Directors Announces 
New Roles for Employees

The CHFS Board of Directors is pleased to announce the 
promotion of Sandra Bouchard to the position of Chief 
Operating Officer.  Sandy began her employment with the 
Society in 1982 and has been with the organization for 35 
years!  She has held various positions over the years includ-
ing Administrative Manager, Assistant National Secretary 
and Corporate Secretary.  She has also served on the Board 
of Directors since 2012.

In her new role, Sandy will assume responsibility for the 
day to day operations of the organization.  She will also be 
working closely with the President and Board of Directors 
in management of the Society.

  
Mary Barbara Kurtz, formerly the Fraternal Director, was 

promoted to Vice President Communications/Fraternal.  Mary Barbara came to the Society in 1999 and just 
completed her 17th year.  In addition to managing the Fraternal programs of the organization, she will also 
oversee all marketing, printing and communications for the Society including the newsletter and website. 
 
Please join us in wishing these two employees great success in their new roles! 

Catholic Holy Family Society’s By Law Changes
The following changes have been made to Catholic Holy Family Society’s By Laws. These changes were approved by the Delegates at 
the Quadrennial Convention held on August 29th and 30th, 2016.
 These two By Law changes were then approved by the Illinois Department of Insurance on March 20, 2017. These changes become 
effective on April 19, 2017. 

RESOLVED that Article V Section 9 of the bylaws of Catholic Holy Family Society shall be amended as follows:

Section 9.  Special conventions may be held upon petition presented to the President in writing by a majority of the members of the 
Board of Directors. Such Special Convention shall be held at such time and place as may be determined by the Board of Directors.  
No business may be taken up at such Special Convention except for the purpose for which called, which purpose shall be clearly and 
distinctly set first in the call for the Special Convention. A call for a Special Convention shall be deposited in the United States mail 
at least fourteen twenty-one days prior to the convening of such Special Convention, addressed to each Delegate at his/her last known 
address as shown by the records of the Society.

In lieu of convening of a Special Convention, the Board of Directors may send a written ballot to all of the Delegates of the Convention.  
The ballot may include one or more resolutions that could be considered and adopted at a Special Convention.  Such ballot shall specify 
a date by which the ballot shall be returned, which shall not be less than 21 days from the date the ballot was sent to the  Delegates  
electronically  or  by  depositing  in  the  United  States  mail.   A resolution  shall  be deemed adopted upon receipt of valid ballots in 
favor of such resolution, equal in number to the number of votes that would have been needed to adopt the resolution at a meeting of the 
Convention at which all Delegates are in attendance. “Written ballot” includes a ballot transmitted or received by electronic means. The 
tally of such written ballots shall be confirmed by a CPA or accounting firm selected for this purpose by the Board of Directors.

RESOLVED that Article XXIII Section 70 of the Bylaws shall be amended as follows:

Section 70.  Amendments to these bylaws shall take effect thirty (30) days after approval by the Illinois Department of Insur-
ance immediately upon the adjournment of the Convention at the Convention at which the amendment was adopted, unless another 
later time is specified. Any such amendment shall be filed promptly after adoption with the Illinois Department of Insurance.

Sandra Bouchard
Chief Operating Officer/

Corporate Secretary

Mary Barbara Kurtz
Vice President 

Communications/Fraternal
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Statement of  Financial  Posi t ion
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Summary of  Operat ions



Carlyle Council #19 used their Hearts and 
Hands project to replace lights in St. Mary’s 
Parish Center in Carlyle, IL.  Pictured Left to 
Right: Randy Foster, John Rubsam, Bob Rak-
ers and Joe Timmermann (CHFS Board Mem-
ber).

Counci ls  in  Act ion
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Piopolis Council #104 presented their Matching Funds to the Catholic Youth Ministry group 
from the Chicken and Dumplin Dinner and Raffle. (Left to Right) - Ramsey Clark, Rylynn Coy, 
Brent Beard, Lisa Clark (Council Secretary #104), Megan Woodrow (CYM Sponsor Parish Partner-
ship), Lilly Moreton, Riley Woodrow, Reace Coy. All students are CYM members.

St. Rose Council #28 presented their Matching Fund to the St. 
Rose Catholic Youth Ministry.  Pictured Left to Right Bottom 
Row: Angie Henrichs, CYM Moderator, Jeanette Timmermann 
(Council Recording Secretary), Deb Knebel, CYM Moderator, 
Middle Row: Ralph Bruggemann (Council Secretary), Ed Schrage 
(Council President) and Tom Wilke (Council VP). Third Row: 
CYM Officers Ethan Schumacher, Zack Martin, Brett Kaufman, 
Anna Knebel, Corynn Henrichs.

Belleville Council #71 members and their families at the Annual Easter Egg Hunt.

CHFS Employees Lisa Brauer (Left) and Mary 
Barbara Kurtz (Right) with Bernard Lengerman 
(Past President and Chairman of the Board) at 
the Annual Christmas Open House.

Belleville Council #71 Matching 
Funds presentation by JoAnn 
Rathke (Council Secretary) to 
Sharon Needham, Principal of 
Queen of Peace school in Bel-
leville, IL.

Evansville Council #113 presentation of 
Matching Funds to St. Pius V Parish at the 
annual dinner to help with the cost of a new 
roof on the rectory.  Pictured from left to right 
are: Jo Ann McConachie, Council President, 
presenting check to St. Ann’s Ladies Society 
Treasurer, Kathy Coop, CHFS Past Board 
Member, Rosemary Wesolik, and Dorothy 
Braun, St. Pius V member. 

Freeburg Council #10 presented their Match-
ing Gift check to Pastor Bob Koch for the 
New Athens CESSNA Pantry.  Pictured left 
to right: Rosemary Wesolik (Past CHFS Board 
Member), Pastor Bob Koch and Steve Jackson 
(Council Officer).

Breese Council #82 Officers Theresa Jansen 
(Left) and Jim Richter (Right) presenting their 
Silver Star check to Fr. Chuck Tuttle of Mater 
Dei High School in Breese, IL.
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Beckemeyer Council #85 presented two checks; one from our Silver Star level 
($200) and one from the Nordike Funeral Home Grant ($100).

Rosemary Wesolik (Left) of 
New Athens, IL was presented a 
plaque by Mel Weck (President 
and Chairman of the Board)
in appreciation for her service 
and dedication to the Society’s 
Board of Directors for 32 years 
(1984-2016).

Norm Horstmann (Left) of Da-
miansville, IL was presented a 
plaque by Mel Weck (President 
and Chairman of the Board) in 
appreciation for his service
and dedication to the Society’s 
Board of Directors for 11 years 
(2005-2016).

Left to Right: The Petermeyers and the Timmermanns enjoying 
the Christmas Open House.

Christmas fruit baskets assembly for distribution to senior citizens of Wade Town-
ship (Beckemeyer) donated by Beckemeyer Council #85.

Dorothy and Eugene Kinkelaar and Jane and Charles Otten 
(Council officers of St. Libory Council #37) at the Christmas 
Open House.

Mary Jane and Jim Richter, Breese Council #82 and Carson 
Hempen (1st Vice President of the Board of Directors) and his 

wife, Norma, also from Breese Council #82.

A good time was had by all at the Christmas Open House. 

Beckemeyer Council #85 President Dennis 
Kampwerth (Right) and Judy Korte (Center) pre-
senting their Matching Funds Check to Charlie 
Pollmann (Beckemeyer Wade Fire District).

Trenton Council #8 presented their Matching 
Fund check to American Legion Post 778  for 
purchasing a handicapped accessible water 
fountain. Pictured Left to Right: Jay Hilmes 
(Past Commander of American Legion Post 
778), Dana Weh (Council Secretary), Andy Weh 
(Commander of Sons of American Legion Post 
778), Dennis Kennett (Commander of Ameri-
can Legion Post 778).  
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CHFS Catholic High School 
Scholarship Winners for December 2016
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Blake Gebke
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Grandfather

Bernard Gerdes

Nicole Hampton
Althoff Catholic High School

Belleville, IL
Nominated by Grandfather

John Rensing

Jay Hollman
Gibault Catholic High School

Waterloo, IL
Nominated by Mother

Lucy Hollman

Peyton Kreke
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Grandmother

Celia Kreke

Emma Mattix-Wand
Marquette Catholic High School

Alton, IL
Nominated by Grandmother

Mary Jane Mattix

Nicholas Seelhoefer
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Grandmother

Dolores Seelhoefer

Nicholas Toennies
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Father

Wayne Toennies

Caitlin Trame
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Grandfather

Joseph Trame

Jake Wieter
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Grandmother

Alice Toennies

Rachel Zurliene
Mater Dei High School

Breese, IL
Nominated by Self

Congratulations 
to these

extraordinary 
young

men and women 
for their

achievements!
(No out of state applications 
were received in December.)
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Darlene Russell receives TOP Sales award for 2016 
Named VP of  Nat ional  Pre-Need Sales

The CHFS Board of Directors presented Darlene Russell with a plaque for being 
top producer for 2016.  The Board also acknowledged Darlene for her hard work 
and dedication to our funeral home partners that our subsidiary, CFL Pre-Need, 
serves and voted to promote her to Vice-President, National Pre-Need Sales.

Darlene is well deserving of this promotion.  She is well known throughout the various 
states, as she has worked for over 35 years in the funeral industry.  Her work has in-
volved all facets of the industry from the state regulatory board to managing a Master 
Trust at the Funeral Directors Association.  She has been with CHFS/CFL Pre-Need for 
ten years.

Darlene received recognition for her work and over the years she has received plaques, acknowledgment 
in congressional records and proclamations. Most recently she was very active and spent numerous hours 
working on legislation to change the pre-need laws to protect the consumers of Missouri and was honored 
to have served on several state committees.

Her dedication to the funeral industry and the families they serve is her passion. She understands first 
hand how important pre-need and pre-planning can be and has personally experienced this through her 
own family.  Darlene comes from a very large family and is the 13th child of 15.  She has assisted many 
of her relatives with pre-planning their funerals using CFL Pre-Need as their funding mechanism.

Darlene is a licensed funeral director and is a certified preplanning consultant with the National Funeral 
Directors Association.  She is also a licensed insurance producer and a member of numerous associations 
and organizations.

Darlene and her husband, Greg, are active members and involved in many fund raisers for their parish, 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church.  They have six children and nine soon to be ten grandchildren.

Our Pr ivacy  Commitment  to  Members 
In response to the privacy provisions of the Gramm-Leach-Billey Act of 1999, Catholic Holy Family Society 
makes this privacy statement available to all members. You have elected to join Catholic Holy Family Society 
(CHFS) fraternal benefit society and have provided CHFS with certain non-public personal information, such 
as name, age, residence, marital status and social security number.  As a fraternal benefit society, we are dedicated 
to the protection of our member’s privacy.  CHFS has no affiliated financial institutions or third party non-affil-
iates that have access to your non-public personal information, except pursuant to your written authorization. 

CHFS does not sell its lists of member names or addresses to any vendor of goods and services. Should we need 
to retain any other organization to assist us with our operations, that organization will be required to comply 
with the same privacy standards as CHFS. This privacy policy extends to non-public personal information of 
former members who no longer have insurance coverage with CHFS. Access to members’ records is limited to 
our employees who work on your member files. However, if required by civil or criminal litigation or audit to 
disclose information on your records, we must comply.
 
CHFS will strive to maintain the highest confidentiality levels for your non-public personal information. We 
require our office employees to maintain protection of such records and information. Employees understand 
that improper disclosure of non-public personal information is a serious matter with severe consequences. 

Finally, please be assured that information in our insurance files will always be available to our members for 
modification, correction or change when CHFS receives appropriate notification. 
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CHFS Helping  Hands  Church Grant
Mail to:

CHFS Church Grant 
P.O. Box 327 

Belleville, IL 62222

One recipient is chosen three times each year to receive a grant in the amount of $3000.  
The request for a Church Grant must be postmarked by one of the following dates to be considered:

    March 31 June 30 September 30

Member Name:          

Member Policy #:          

Member Address:          

                    
City    State     Zip

Member Phone Number : (Home)         

     (Cell)                   

Name of Church:          

Name of Pastor:          

Church Phone #:          

Church Address:          

                           
City    State     Zip

Name of Church Program in which you are submitting for consideration.

                 

NOTE: We will not consider requests for church repairs, building maintenance or general operating funds.  
We are looking for projects that directly impact quality of life (for example, soup kitchens, St. Vincent de Paul, 
Youth Ministry programs, etc....)

Please provide a brief description of the project and how many people benefit from this project weekly and/or 
monthly, include it with this sheet, and mail to the above address.
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The Society Invites you to Participate in our Member Benefits...

The Society welcomes all of our members to participate in our Fraternal Programs. We realize that not every benefit 
applies to every member. However, the Fraternal Committee will continue to assess our programs on an ongoing basis 
to make sure we are offering benefits that reach the broad range of demographics that make up our membership. As we 
move into our 2nd century of serving our customers, our mission statement remains the same…..

Catholic Holy Family Society is dedicated to:
• Promoting belief and trust in God.
• Giving members courteous, caring and prompt service.
• Serving the Catholic Community through a variety of fraternal programs that encourage member participation.
• Providing security for members and their families with financially sound insurance products.

Catholic Holy Family Society High School Scholarship - CHFS currently awards (20) $2000 Catholic High School 
Scholarships each year. Visit our website, chfsociety.org for the application guidelines.

Helping Hands Church Grant - CHFS Members are encouraged to submit their parish for one of our $3000 Church 
Grants. Three Church Grants are awarded each calendar year. Visit our web site, chfsociety.org for application guidelines.

Emergency Medical Benefit - Members of CHFS are eligible to receive an emergency medical alert bracelet at no 
cost. The medical emergency emblem is on one side and the health problem is engraved on the other side of this valu-
able life saving bracelet. 

ScriptSave Prescription Benefit - CHFS recognizes the fact that there are a number of individuals who have no pre-
scription discount card. Therefore, ScriptSave is available at no cost to all CHFS members to defray the cost of prescrip-
tion and over-the-counter drugs. In addition, ScriptSave has a Wellness Center which provides medical information and 
screenings at no cost.

Orphan Benefit - This benefit provides a monthly financial allowance for orphaned children of Catholic Holy Family 
Society members. The allowance, as determined by the Catholic Holy Family Society Board of Directors, is payable to 
the eligible orphaned child through age 18. (Either the child or the deceased parent(s) must be a member of the Society).

Newborn Benefit - This benefit provides a $2000 death benefit to the insured parent(s) if their newborn child dies 
within 60 days of their birth.

Habitat for Humanity Projects - Every year CHFS helps sponsor a project involving Habitat for Humanity International, 
including raising funds and/or recruiting volunteers for a weekend home build. Working with the local HFH affiliates, 
CHFS is in partnership with this non-profit Christian organization whose ultimate goal is to eliminate poverty housing.

Remember to contact us if you have a name change, change of address 
or beneficiary change.  You may do so by either calling one of our offices 

or you can download a change of beneficiary form by 
visiting our web site at www.chfsociety.org.

 
Belleville 800-240-2554                 Joliet 800-435-0089 
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For more information,  contact  Lisa  in our Annuity Department (800-240-2554)

Lisa Brauer, ACS

(Rate may vary thereafter- Current Rate is 3%) • Also ask about our 3 Year and 5 Year Annuities!

If You are tIred of paYIng hIgh 
fees to Invest Your moneY, 

then You should Invest It wIth 
CatholIC holY famIlY soCIetY.

5.00% Flexible premium Annuities

*First Year Bonus rate is Guaranteed

There are NO administrative fees and NO sales or service charges.  
100% of your money begins earning interest for you as soon as it is deposited!

Currently available in the following states: CO, FL, IL, IN, IA, LA,KS, MD, MA, MI, MN, MO, NE, NJ, OH, PA, RI, WI

(618-233-0286)   


