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A M essage

CEO

from our

Well, 2020 was an interesting year to say the least. So many people have been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic, both personally and professionally. Please know you and your families
have been in our thoughts and prayers.
In 2020, the Board of Directors proposed several changes to the CHFS Bylaws and Articles of
Incorporation. One of these proposed Bylaw changes gave the Society the option to postpone
the 2020 Quadrennial Convention in the event of an emergency such as a national pandemic.

Sandy Bouchard,
CEO and Corporate Secretery

The Board of Directors voted unanimously to approve these changes at their May 21, 2020
Board meeting. However, any amendments to the Bylaws or Articles of Incorporation must be
approved by at least two thirds of the delegates from the last Convention held in 2016. In June
of 2020, the delegates received a copy of the current and the proposed Bylaws and Articles of
Incorporation along with a ballot to cast their vote. The ballots were mailed to our independent
auditing firm, BKD, who tallied the votes. BKD then informed us on June 30th, that more than
two thirds of the delegates approved the proposed changes.

The new Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation were sent to the Illinois Department of Insurance for their approval. Both were
approved on July 27, 2020.
You can download a copy the current Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation from our website at www.chfsociety.org. Or you may
request a copy by calling or writing to the Home Office. A synopsis of these changes can be found on Page ? of this newsletter.
After receiving State approval, the Board of Directors called a Special Board meeting on August 13th and voted unanimously to
postpone 2020 Quadrennial Convention until August of 2021 due to the current pandemic.
There has been some discussion about eliminating the Quadrennial Convention due to the cost and the low number of delegate
applications received in 2020. This would also require changes to our Bylaws which must be approved by the delegates and the State.
Although the Quadrennial Convention was postponed, the election for the Board of Directors was still held in August. Board
Nomination forms and resumes of all the candidates were sent to the delegates by mail. There were 10 nominees for 8 Board
positions. Once again, the delegates mailed their ballots directly to BKD who tallied the votes. The new Board became effective
on August 21, 2020.
We are pleased to welcome two new Board members, Dana Weh of Trenton, IL and Michael Stephen Jackson of Freeburg, IL.
Mrs. Weh will be serving a four-year term and Mr. Jackson will be serving a two-year term. They both have been involved with
the Society at the council levels for many years. We are pleased that they are serving on our Board!
I am also pleased to announce that we have a new Juvenile Term policy. This policy will be available in January 2020. The issue
ages for this policy are age 0 through 17. This is a very popular product and can be purchased by a parent or grandparent.
There are three face amounts to choose from with a one-time single premium payment. The nice feature of this product is
that it is automatically converted to a whole life policy for twice the face amount of the Juvenile Term, when the insured turns
28. This is a guaranteed conversion, no matter the health of the insured. More information about this product is on Page of
this newsletter.
I look forward to another successful year and hope all of our members and their families remain safe and healthy!
Fraternally,
Sandra H. Bouchard

Sandra H. Bouchard
CEO and Corporate Secretery
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C atholic H igh S chool
S cholarship W inners for J une 2020

Mitchell Broeckling

Mater Dei CatholicHigh School
Breese, IL
Nominated by his Grandmother

Owen Huelsmann

Alex Hampton

Carmel Catholic High School
Mundelein, IL
Nominated by his Father

Althoff Catholic High School
Belleville, IL
Nominated by his Grandfather

Maura Poppish

Emma Reece

Jaylin Angelle St. Martin

Braden Voss

Audrey Zelczak

Mater Dei CatholicHigh School
Breese, IL
Nominated by his Grandmother

Mother McAuley High School
Chicago, IL
Nominated by her Father

Mason Schrage

Marina Sepulveda

Mater Dei CatholicHigh School
Breese, IL
Nominated by his Mother

Tommy Diesen

Ryan Conway

Camden Catholic High School
Cherryhill, NJ
Nominated by his Mother

Rosati Kain
St. Louis, MO
Nominated by her Mother

Ursuline High School
Youngstown, OH
Nominated by her Grandfather

Althoff Catholic High School
Belleville, IL
Nominated by his Mother
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Cabrini High School
New Orleans, LA
Nominated by her Mother

Ursuline Academy
Cincinnati, OH
Nominated by her Grandmother

Summary of Bylaws
The following changes to the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of Catholic Holy Family Society
were approved by the 2016 Delegates on July 6, 2020, followed by the approval from the Illinois Department of Insurance on July 27, 2020.

Changes to CHFS Articles of Incorporation
7. Removed “by a two-thirds vote of the Convention” to read:
These Articles of Incorporation may be amended or repealed in whole or in part as provided by
the bylaws.

Summary of Changes to CHFS Bylaws
Article V - Convention

Section 8
Additional language was added to allow the Board of Directors to postpone the Convention due to
an emergency, such as a pandemic.
Section 13
Per diem for the delegates was changed to compensation for the delegates

Section 14 d)

Article VI - Committees of the Convention
2. Reasonable per diem was changed to reasonable compensation
3. Per diem and mileage was changed to compensation and mileage/travel allowance

In the current Bylaws, the President, First Vice President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer are
elected by the delegates at the Convention. Each district then elects a Board member from their
district. The changes to the Board of Directors are as follows:

Article VIII - Board of Directors

Section 21
Eliminate Board of Director’s elections by District and elect the Board at large since the Board
represents all members. The delegates will vote for 8 Board members.
Section 22
There will be a Chair, a Vice Chair and Recording Secretary on the Board instead of a President,
First Vice President, Treasurer and Recording Secretary. Following the election, the Board will
determine these three positions.
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Summary of Bylaws

(continued)

Section 24
Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the President/CEO or Recording Secretary
upon written request of any three (3) members of the Board of Directors instead of 5.
Sec 30 This is new.
Four (4) of the elected Board members will serve a two (2) year term and four (4) of the elected Board
members will serve a four (4) year term.
The Board will determine who will serve a four (4) year term and who will serve a two (2) year term.
After the 2020 election, everyone will run for a four (4) year term which will avoid a complete turn-over
of the Board in any given year.
Section 31 This is new.
A Board member may not serve more than three consecutive 4-year terms.
Section 33
(e) Additional language regarding Board eligibility.

Article IX – Officers of the Society
Section 37
The principal officers of the Society will be the President/CEO, Corporate Secretary and Treasurer.
The President/CEO can appoint an officer of the Society upon Board approval.
Section 38
The President and CEO will be one position instead of two and shall be Roman Catholic.
Section 40
The Treasurer shall be a full time employee.

Article XIX – Dispute Resolution
Sections 61, 62, 63 64, 65, 66, and 67 are new.
These sections were suggested by attorney, Todd Martin.
Article XXI – Amendments
Section 70
Bylaws to take effect upon approval of the Illinois Department of Insurance instead of 30 days after the
Department’s approval.
A complete copy of the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws are available to any CHFS member upon
request. They can also be found on the Society’s website at www.CHFSociety.org on the About Us tab.
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C ouncils

in

A ction

Beckemeyer Council #85 replaced the gable ends of the BCDC Park pavilion for
their Hearts and Hands project. Pictured above are Dennis Kampwerth and John
Mazeka working on the project. Pictured below is the finished Project

Bartelso Council #22 presents donations at their Social. Pictured is Gene
Gebke accepting for Connie Gebke,
from, Katrina Todd, secretary for the
ladies sodality

Piopolis Council #104 presented their
Matching Gift to Hamilton Memorial
Hospital Annual Contribution. Left to
Right: Council Secretary Lisa Clark,
Hamilton Memorial Marketing/Foundation Manager, Bethany Reyling and
Council President Nolene Rubenacker.

St. Rose Council #28 presented their Matching Gift to St. Rose Superintendent
Dr. Erick Baer. Pictured are Pres Ed Schrage, Dr. Erick Baer, Sec. Jeanette
Timmermann, Trea. Matt Benhoff, V. P. Tom Wilke.

Belleville Council #71 Officers, JoAnn Rathke(Left) and Phyllis Berkel (Right) presenting their Matching Fund donation
to St. Clare Catholic School Principal Clarice McKay.

Breese Council #82 Council Officers Chuck Luitjohan and
Jim Richter presenting their Hearts and Hands donation to
Fr. Chuck Tuttle.

The kids from 4-H pitching in to create the goodie bags.
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Evansville Council # 113 Past President
Alice Ohms (left) presents their Matching Fund donation to St. Pius Catholic
Church Sodality President, Mona Breithaupt.

Carlyle Council #19 members planted
flowers at St. Mary’s Church in Carlyle,
IL as part of their Hearts and Hands
project. Pictured are: Joe Timmermann
(Board Member) with his wife Joan,
daughter and Past Council President,
Dana Szczblewski and granddaughters
Harper and Meg.

Breese Council #7 Presented their Matching Fund check to the Snack Pack Program
of Clinton County. Pictured are Jennifer
Thompson, Snack Pack Program Director
and Lydia Kuhn, representing 4-H, who
co-sponsored the event with CHFS.

St. Rose Council #28 Fraternal Secretary Ralph Brueggemann and President Ed Schrage replacing windows at the
parish convent for their Helping Hands project.

During this stressful time, a helping hand can make a world
of difference. Bob Beckmann and Jack Heimann helped in
preparing bags of groceries for twenty five needy families to
help in their Easter celebrations. This was all accomplished
through the Heart and Hands Grant Program from Catholic
Holy Family Society Council 43 of Germantown and the St
Vincent De Paul Society.

St. Rose Council #28 presenting their Matching Gift to St.
Rose Superintenent Dr. Erick Baer(2ndfrom left) for kitchen
renovation. Pictured are: Council President Ed Schrage,
Secretary, JeanetteTimmermann, Treasurer, Matt Benhoff
and VP, Tom Wilke.

Piopolis Council #104 Past President Tillie Kaufman and
President Nolene Rubenacker presented their Hearts and
Hands donation to Aaron Rawls (Knights of Columbus).

Piopolis Council #104 president Nolene
Rubenacker (left) presented their Hearts
and Hands donation to Catholic Strong
Mission Group Leader, Michele Lueke.

Beckemeyer Council #85 President
Judy Korte presented a fruit basket to
Dennis Kampwerth. Each year they
distribute baskets during the Christmas season by using their Matching
Gift and Silver Star funds..

Matching Gift - Council #104 to Hamilton Memorial Hospital Annual Contribution. Left: Lisa Clark, CHFS Council 104 Secretary. Middle: Bethany Reyling,
Hamilton Memorial Marketing/Foundation Manager. Right: Nolene Rubenacker,
CHFS Council 104 President
Carlyle Council #19 President Dana Szczblewski and daughter Harper are pictured here presenting a Matching Gift to Carlyle Nursing Home to purchase
Ipads for residents.

Piopolis Council #104 President Nolene
Rubenacker (right) presenting their
Hearts and Hands donation to PSR
Moderator Megan Woodrow.
Father George, Pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Carlyle, IL is pictured here on the
left receiving a Matching Fund check to help with the remodeling of a bathroom in
the church. Also pictured are: President Dana Szczblewski, daughter Harper and
council officer Brock Timmermann.
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Introducing Our New Juvenile Insurance Plan
CHFS is pleased to offer the “Gift For Life” Juvenile Insurance
Plan. Our program provides you with an economical opportunity
to insure your children and grandchildren and start them on
their way to financial responsibility and it is available in the
following states: CO, FL, IL, IN, IA, LA,KS, MD, MA, MI, MN, MO,
NE, NJ, OH, PA, RI, WI.

The plan is a convertible term life insurance policy you can
purchase for a one-time premium. The applicant must be a
parent, grandparent or guardian and is available to children
ages 0 through 17.
$10,000 ............. $125.00
$25,000.............. $312.50
$50,000.............. $625.00
When the insured turns 26 years of age, this term policy will expire and will automatically be converted to a whole life insurance
policy, double the amount of the face and no proof of insurability will be required. The policy will be issued at the insured’s
current age on the date of conversion, with premium rates used by the Society at that time.
With this simple and inexpensive plan, you can feel secure in knowing that you are building a foundation for financial independence
for the special young people in your life.
When a child becomes a member of CFHS, he or she can apply for one of our Catholic High School Scholarships for $2000 to
help with the increasing cost of Catholic education. Twenty are awarded each year.
CHFS makes it easy for you to apply for this great new program. Simply contact the office at (800)240-2554 and request an
application or you can download it off of our web site at www.chfsociety.org.

In Loving Memory . . .
We would like to mention that this year the Society
lost the following members who served on the
Society’s Board of Directors for many years:
Claire Sanders of Hardwood of Michigan
Jean Konrad of Joliet, IL
Frank Toplak of Melrose Park, IL
Robert Kochevar of Joliet, IL

8

H elping H ands C hurch G rant
Mail to:
CHFS Church Grant
P.O. Box 327
Belleville, IL 62222
One recipient is chosen three times each year to receive a grant in the amount of $3000.
The request for a Church Grant must be postmarked by one of the following dates to be considered:
March 31

June 30

September 30

NOTE: We will not consider requests for church repairs, building maintenance or general operating funds.
We are looking for projects that directly impact quality of life (for example, soup kitchens, St. Vincent de Paul,
Youth Ministry programs, etc....)

Member Name: 									
Member Policy #: 									
Member Address: 									
		

									
City 			State 				Zip

Member Phone Number : (Home) 					
				 (Cell) 				
Name of Church: 									
Name of Pastor: 									
Church Phone #: 									
Church Address: 									
		

								

City 			State 				Zip

Name of Church Program in which you are submitting for consideration:
															
Please provide a brief description of the project and how many people benefit from this project weekly and/or
monthly, include it with this sheet, and mail to the above address.
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5 Year Fixed Annuity

Guaranteed 2.10% Interest Rate For 5 Years

3 Year Fixed Annuity

Guaranteed 2.00% Interest Rate For 3 Years
(rates subject to change monthly)

• Protect your retirement money
• Get guaranteed returns
• Provide a deferred or immediate income

NO ADMINISTRATION FEES
NO SERVICE CHARGES
Currently available in the following states: CO, FL, IL, IN, IA, LA,KS, MD, MA, MI, MN, MO, NE, NJ, OH, PA, RI, WI

2021 Mascoutah Avenue
Belleville, IL 62220
618-233-0286 • 800-240-2554
chfsociety.org

Lisa, ACS

annuity@chfsociety.org
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Catholic Holy Family Society is a non-profit Fraternal Life Insurance Company.

The Society Invites you to Participate in our Member Benefits...
The Society welcomes all of our members to participate in our Fraternal Programs. We realize that not every benefit applies to
every member. However, the Fraternal Committee will continue to assess our programs on an ongoing basis to make sure we are
offering benefits that reach the broad range of demographics that make up our membership. As we move into our 2nd century
of serving our customers, our mission statement remains the same…..
Catholic Holy Family Society is dedicated to:
• Promoting belief and trust in God.
• Giving members courteous, caring and prompt service.
• Serving the Catholic Community through a variety of fraternal programs that encourage member participation.
• Providing security for members and their families with financially sound insurance products.
Catholic Holy Family Society High School Scholarship - CHFS currently awards (20) $2000 Catholic High School
Scholarships each year. Visit our website, chfsociety.org for the application guidelines.
Helping Hands Church Grant - CHFS Members are encouraged to submit their parish for one of our $3000 Church
Grants. Three Church Grants are awarded each calendar year. Visit our web site, chfsociety.org for application guidelines.
Emergency Medical Benefit - Members of CHFS are eligible to receive an emergency medical alert bracelet at no cost.
The medical emergency emblem is on one side and the health problem is engraved on the other side of this valuable life saving
bracelet.
ScriptSave Prescription Benefit - CHFS recognizes the fact that there are a number of individuals who have no prescription discount card. Therefore, ScriptSave is available at no cost to all CHFS members to defray the cost of prescription and overthe-counter drugs. In addition, ScriptSave has a Wellness Center which provides medical information and screenings at no cost.
Orphan Benefit - This benefit provides a monthly financial allowance for orphaned children of Catholic Holy Family Society
members. The allowance, as determined by the Catholic Holy Family Society Board of Directors, is payable to the eligible orphaned
child through age 18. (Either the child or the deceased parent(s) must be a member of the Society).
Newborn Benefit - This benefit provides a $2000 death benefit to the insured parent(s) if their newborn child dies within 60
days of their birth.
Habitat for Humanity Projects - Every year CHFS helps sponsor a project involving Habitat for Humanity International,
including raising funds and/or recruiting volunteers for a weekend home build. Working with the local HFH affiliates, CHFS is in
partnership with this non-profit Christian organization whose ultimate goal is to eliminate poverty housing.
Remember to contact us if you have a name
change, change of address or beneficiary change.
You may do so by either calling our office or you
can download a change of beneficiary form
by visiting our web site at www.chfsociety.org.

H elping H ands C hurch G rant

Belleville 800-240-2554

If you are interested and would
like more information about
attending our next
Habitat for Humanity Build,
please contact the office at
800-240-2554.

Cecelia Winer, longtime CHFS member, nominated and received the CHFS Helping
Hands Church grant for $3000 for St. Edward Catholic Church in Ashland, OH
for the Hunger Center. Congratulations to Cecelia and thank you for your continued
membership! Cecelia is pictured here presenting the donation to Pastor Rodney
Kreidler.
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Catholic Holy Family Society
2021 Mascoutah Avenue
Belleville, IL 62220
800.240.2554 ph
618.277.8259 fax
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Mary Barbara Kurtz, Editor
mbkurtz@chfsociety.org
www.chfsociety.org

We would like to wish you all a most joyous and prosperous 2021!

